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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 2011 AND BEYOND

PROGRAM DEFINITION

The West Virginia Board of Education and the West Virginia Department of

Education believe that schools must attempt to prepare every student who exits from high
school with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to be a successful, functioning
member of society; to develop proficiency in basic functional skills; to function in this
culture; to develop a sense of civic responsibility; and to prepare him/her for college,
technical, or vocational programs subsequent to high school and for work. To that end,
every school system provides a rigorous adolescent education program.

Adolescent education provides students the 21* Century intellectual, social/emotional,
physical, and technological capacities needed for successful entry into adulthood. The
adolescent education program provides challenging and rigorous courses in the programs of
study that will enable students to achieve high levels of competence so they can complete
graduation requirements and be prepared to successfully enter and compete in the workplace
and in post-secondary education. Students in the adolescent education program will have the
opportunity to examine a system of career clusters and to select a concentration and pathway.

Because the world for which we are preparing students is constantly changing, we
recognize that success in the 21* Century demands global awareness and the
technological tools necessary to compete globally. It is the intent of Monroe County
Schools to firmly ground our students for the world they will meet, not just the world
where they attended high school.

This policy is based upon WV State Board of Education Policy 2510 Assuring the Quality
of Education: Regulations for Education Programs and where this policy is silent or in
conflict, S.B. Policy 2510 prevails.

PROGRAM OF STUDY
2.1.  Requirements for Graduation

2.1.1 Standard Graduation Requirements: Standard graduation requirements are
the number of required and elective units of credit which must be earned
by a student in grades 9-12 in order to be graduated from high school. A
standard diploma is the document that is awarded to a student to verify
completion of these graduation requirements.

2.1.2 Total Units: The total number of units of credit needed for graduation is
25 for the class of 2010-2011 plus experiential learning and successful
completion of an advisory program. The specific units of credit for
graduation are outlined below as required and elective units.
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Core Requirements (18 credits)
Reading and English Language Arts' 4 Credits
English 8, 10, 11, 12
Mathematics® 4 Credits
Science® 3 Credits

Physical Science, Biology or Conceptual Biology
Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry, Environmental Earth
Science, Advanced Biology, Physics

Social Studies 4 Credits

World Studies to 1800, U.S. Studies to 1800,

20" and 21% Century Studies, Civics for the 21* Century (shall be
taken in this order)

Physical Education 1 Credit
Health 1 Credit
The Arts 1 Credit

Career Concentration Courses (4 Credits)*

Professional Pathway Skilled Pathway

!Students in the professional pathway and college bound students in the skilled pathway, who do not
achieve the State Assessment College Readiness Benchmark for English, shall be required to take a college transition
English course during their senior year. This course must be offered annually.

21t is the intent that students in the professional pathway will take mathematics annually, but must take at
least three mathematics classes in grades 9-12. The recommended course sequence, which may include college
courses, AP courses or virtual school courses, for students in the professional pathway is Algebra I, Geometry,
Algebra II, Trigonometry, and PreCalculus. The mathematics courses selected for credit must be relevant to the
student’s concentration. Students in the professional pathway and college bound students in the skilled pathway,
who do not achieve the State assessment college readiness benchmark for mathematics, shall be required to take a
college transition mathematics course during their senior year.

It is also the intent that students in the skilled pathway will take mathematics annually, but must take at least
three mathematics classes in grades 9-12. The recommended course sequence in the skilled pathway is Algebra I,
geometry, conceptual mathematics, college transition mathematics or Algebra II. College Transition mathematics
must be offered annually.

3Physical Science, Biology or Conceptual Biology and Chemistry or Conceptual Chemistry shall be taken in
consecutive order. Conceptual course credits may not be accepted by four-year higher education institutions.

“The four credits taken by career/technical concentrators must be consistent with those identified for
WYVDE approved career/technical programs of study. Each career/technical concentration in a school shall obtain
and maintain an appropriate industry-recognized accreditation/certification, when one is available, and shall provide
students the opportunity to obtain an industry recognized credential as part of the instructional program.
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Science - 4" credit (which must be above Physical Concentration - 4 additional credits required related to
Science) the selected career concentration

Foreign Language - 2 credits in one language

Concentration - 1 additional credit required related to
the selected career concentration

Required Electives (3 Credits)

Electives 2 Credits
Applied Technology .5 Credit
Senior Project .5 Credit
Experiential Learning 40 Hours

Total Requirements

Total Required Units 25 Credits

2.1.3 Math Sequence for Monroe County Students: There are several options for
math students as they complete requirements for graduation. The
following chart demonstrates the sequence to be chosen by students,
depending upon their readiness at eighth grade.

Professional Pathway
(Samples—See Math Administrative Guidelines for Detailed Possible

Sequences)

8" Grade 9" Grade 10" Grade 11" Grade 12" Grade
Algebra | Algebra Il Geometry [rrigonometry Pre-Calculus/
(high school credit) Calculus or college

evel math
BY Grade Mathematics lgebra | withor  [Geometry (with orplgebra Il {Trigonometry
ithout % credit  Wwithout % credit
Igebra Support Beometry
Eupport)
Skilled Pathway

(Samples—See Math Administrative Guidelines for Detailed Possible
- Sequences)
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8" Grade

9th Grade 10™ Grade 11" Grade 12 Grade

th Grade Mathematics

ithout % credit without % credit Math
Igebra Support peometry
support)

Ejgebra | with or [Geometry (with orjlgebra i College Transition

8™ Grade Mathematics

Algebra | with or Geometry (with orConceptual Algebra I

without % credit without % credit Mathematics or
Algebra Support beometry College Transition
support) Math

2.14

2131 Students in the professional pathway and college bound
students in the skilled pathway, who do not achieve the
State assessment college readiness benchmark for
mathematics, shall be required to take a college transition
mathematics course during their senior year.
2.1.3.2 The recommended course sequence for students in the
Professional Pathway, which may include college courses, AP
courses or virtual school courses are Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra
II, Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus.
2.1.3.3 The recommended course sequence for students in the Skilled
Pathway is Algebra I, Geometry, Conceptual Mathematics,
College Transition mathematics or Algebra II.

Required and Optional Electives: The chart below illustrates both the
required electives and the optional electives for students.

2.1.4.1 Required elective courses must be available to the student
sometime during the appropriate programmatic level.

2.142 Optional elective courses may be made available by the
county board of education, school or other entity based on
student need and interest, but they are not required to be
made available.
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Electives for High School (9-12)
Electives Required To Be Optional Electives
Offered

Note: Any course offered in lieu | These courses must be offered | These courses (or others) may
of a graduation requirement at least in alternating years. be offered depending on need
must first receive a WVBOE or student demand.
approved waiver before
counting toward graduation.
COLLEGE BOARD AP A minimum of four College
COURSES Board AP Courses or the IB
IB PROGRAM Program must be offered

annually.®
READING AND ENGLISH Journalism / Newspaper / Desk Top Publishing
LANGUAGE ARTS Yearbook English college courses

Speech AP English

College Transition English® Creative Writing

Library/Media

Technical Writing
Broadcast Journalism

MATHEMATICS Algebra 1,11 Algebra Support
Geometry or Applied Geometry | Calculus
o Pre-Calculus Integrated Mathematics | - IV
QW\ Trigonometry Probability and Statistics
Conceptual Mathematics Mathematics college courses
College Transition Mathematics’ | AP Math courses
SCIENCE Physics Conceptual Physics
Earth Science Science college courses
Human Anatomy and Biology |
Physiology Chemistry lI
Physics Il
AP Science courses
SOCIAL STUDIES Economics Social Studies college courses
Geography AP Social Studies courses
FOREIGN LANGUAGE Three levels of one foreign Other foreign languages based
language on student need and interest

AP Foreign Language

sAny College Board AP course or IB Program taught by a trained AP/IB teacher may substitute for a course
related graduation requirement.

8College Transition English must be offered annually based on results of the State’s college readiness
benchmark assessment.

7College Transition Mathematics must be offered annually based on results of the State’s college readiness
benchmark assessment
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Electives Required To Be

Optional Electives

Offered
HEALTH Any courses required to satisfy Other health courses based on
a concentration student need and interest
PHYSICAL EDUCATION Any course required to satisfy a | Other physical education
concentration and one lifetime courses based on student need
physical education course and interest
AP Physical Education
THE ARTS Four sequential levels of student | Other courses in the arts based
achievement in music (both on student need and interest
choral and instrumental) visual AP Arts Courses
arts (general art and/or studio
art), dance, theater
CONCENTRATIONS Four specified courses within a Other courses based on student
concentration need and interest
DRIVER EDUCATION One course Other driver education courses
based on student need and
interest
TECHNOLOGY Students must be provided Information Technology
opportunities for advanced Information Management
technology applications. Web Development
Other courses based on student
need and interest
CAREER / TECHNICAL 80% of students in grades 9-10 | Other career/technical
EDUCATION must have access to at least education courses based on

Note: Schools must provide
students access to
concentrations in a minimum
of four of the following career
clusters:

one career-technical foundation
course. One foundation course
must be offered that teaches
parenting skills.

student need and interest

. Arts and Humanities 30% of students in grades 11-12 | Other career/technical courses

. Business/Marketing must have access to four units based on student need and

. Engineering/Technical | in @ career/technical interest

. Health Sciences concentration and two career/

. Human Services technical electives

g‘;:::fé::t“'a' An additional 30% of students in | Other career/technical courses

grades 11-12 must have access | based on student need and
to two units in a career / interest
technical concentration

CAREER DEVELOPMENT Students must be provided opportunities for in-depth exploration of

their chosen career cluster in grades 9-10 through formal course
work, web-based or independent studies or other alternative

means.

2.1.5 Advisory Program: The advisory program provides character education,
career pathway information, program of studies, opportunities to address
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specific school issues such as bullying, harassment, safe schools, etc., and
to address group counseling and school citizenship issues.

2.1.6 Modified Graduation Requirements: Modified graduation requirements
are designed for students with severe disabilities who have been
determined by a special education placement advisory committee to be
unable to meet state and county standard graduation requirements.
Students will need at least four years to complete these requirements, as
specified in their individualized education programs.

Authorized Diplomas: County boards of education are authorized to award
standard diplomas and modified diplomas.

Planned Educational Programs: A planned educational program is defined as an
educational program that includes the state requirements for graduation as set
forth in this document. The program places emphasis on preparation for college,
advanced vocational programs, and/or employment.

Students shall be encouraged to plan and follow a flexible, planned

educational program and to accumulate units beyond the 25 required for
graduation. The student’s planned program shall be subject to periodic revision
and designed to enhance the opportunity for success in chosen endeavors after
graduation from high school.

Certificate of Achievement: The state board of education shall award certificates
of achievement to those students whose educational programs in grades 9-12
merit special recognition.

It shall be the policy of the Monroe County Board of Education to rank seniors for
award purposes following completion of all work at the end of the 12" trimester.

Monroe County Schools will provide graduation awards for honor graduates
known as State Scholars and County Scholars, with information regarding these
honors contained within Monroe County Policy IKFA. These graduates will be
awarded symbols of this achievement during the graduation ceremony.

In addition, Monroe County Schools will honor graduating seniors with
Distinguished Performance Awards related to attendance, behavior, community
service and educational experiences while in high school. These graduates will be
awarded an honors cord to wear during the graduation ceremony.

Certificates of Proficiency: Certificates of proficiency are certificates awarded in
addition to the high school diploma, containing specific information regarding the
graduate’s skills, competence, and readiness for further education and
employment.
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2.6  High School Credential: Beginning with the graduating class of school year 2008-
09, the following high school credentials will be awarded to qualifying graduates:

2.6.1

2.6.2

College Readiness Credential - Any student who scores at or above the
college readiness benchmarks as defined by the WV Higher Education
Policy Commission, shall receive a college readiness credential.

Work Readiness Credential - Any student who completes an approved
career/technical concentration and obtains a passing score on ACT
Workkeys assessments shall receive a work readiness credential.

2.7.  Authorization To Increase Requirements: The graduation requirements include 25
specific units beginning with the Class of 2009. The county superintendent shall
notify the West Virginia Department of Education of any changes in requirements
beyond the state requirements.

2.8.  Extracurricular Activities: Units of credit are not awarded for participation in
extracurricular activities.

PROGRAM DELIVERY

3.1. Administrative Practices

3.1.1

3.1.2.

Unit of Credit: A unit of credit is that which is awarded for the attainment
of Content Standards and Objectives from a required or elective area of
study for which a minimum of 8100 minutes of instructional time has been
allotted. Partial credit may also be awarded, e.g., 2 unit for attainment of
Content Standards and Objectives from a required or elective course for
which a minimum of 4050 minutes of instructional time has been allotted.

One credit for vocational agriculture shall be awarded at the high school
provided 8100 minutes are taught. An additional one-half credit may be
awarded if the instructor and principal verify at least 4050 minutes of
instruction has taken place outside the regular term, be it summer or
otherwise. A total of one and one-half credits will be awarded if a student
completes both the regular school term and works outside the regular term.

Alternatives to the Unit of Credit: Based upon school and individual
student needs, county boards of education, with the approval of the West
Virginia Board or Department of Education as indicated, shall develop
policies which allow alternative delivery systems for the unit of credit.
Areas in which policies may be developed are as follows:

3.1.2.1 Accepting Credits Earned Before Grade 9: If a student earns credit
in a high school course (foreign language, Algebra I, Geometry)
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he/she will receive credit to be included in the 25 units®. In
addition, students who complete keyboarding may receive elective
credit upon passage of a mastery test at the high school level.

3.1.2.2 Correspondence: The board does not accept correspondence credit

toward graduation.

3.1.2.3 Virtual/Internet Classes: Proposals to accept virtual school credit

or on-line instruction from an accredited institution will be
addressed on an individual basis by the principal, guidance
counselor, and in consultation/approval of the superintendent.

3.1.2.4 Colleges: County boards of education may adopt policies which

allow students to earn credits for completion of college work.
Three semester hours of college credit shall be counted as 2 unit of
credit. Generally, there are two reasons for accepting college
credit: (1) the student is enrolled in the high school and would
profit by taking a course at the college/university which is not
available at the high school or (2) the student is enrolled as a full-
time college student and needs to transfer credit back to the high
school to complete graduation requirements (see below). These
units of credit may be used to meet the required units, however the
grades are transcripted at the college level and will not have an
impact on the student’s grade point average.

3.1.2.4a Early College Admission: Any student who scholastically
ranks in the top 10 percent (no fractions) of his/her class
at the end of his/her junior year shall be eligible, upon
written application to the high school, to apply for early
college admission. The student must need four or fewer
subjects for graduation and the college credits must meet
the high school graduation requirements of the student. If
a student chooses to enroll as a full-time college student,
he/she shall forfeit all rights and privileges of a high
school student (i.e., not ranked with class) but will
receive a high school diploma. This may be given at high
school graduation if the student desires. The student must
enroll in and successfully complete no fewer than twelve

8At the 7" and 8" grade level, Foreign Language A & Foreign Language B will constitute 1 credit toward

the language requirement for those involved in the professional pathway. These courses will not_transfer for credit

to the high school unless a “C” or better is earned in the class. Also, at the 7" or 8" grade level, Algebra I will count
as one (1) math credit only if a “B” or better is earned in the class and the student has passed the exit exam. Ifa

stud

ent does not attain a “B” or better in Algebra I, the class will be transcripted as “8'" grade mathematics” or an

equivalent non high school class, and the student will be required to retake the class as a freshman.
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(12) college hours per semester to meet the graduation
requirements of Monroe County Schools. One-half unit
equals three college hours.

3.1.2.4b Enrollment While in High School: A high school senior

3.1.2.4c

may enroll in an accredited college, university, or
vocational trade school while attending high school
provided he/she meets all other requirements for
graduation and has at least a “B” average. The college
classes will be considered high school electives. Ifa
student chooses this option, he/she shall retain all rights
as a high school student and must be enrolled in at least
four (4) classes at James Monroe High School.

Dual Enrollment: A high school student may be enrolled
in an accredited college or university while
simultaneously meeting the requirements of a high school
credit, given an agreement with the institution of higher
learning. These grades will be transcripted at both
institutions and will be part of the individuals high school
grade point average. In most cases, students will be
required to pay tuition to the college or university and
apply to the institution prior to enrollment.

3.1.2.5 Experimental Programs: Experimental programs shall be approved
by the West Virginia Board of Education. Each program shall be
evaluated annually and a report filed with the West Virginia
Department of Education.

3.1.2.5 Summer School: The board approves not more than two_credits
per summer as awarded to each student who attends an approved
summer school. This credit must meet the approval of the
principal. Note: Monroe County Schools has not historically
provided summer school.

3.1.2.6 Other Approved Classes: A student may enroll for credit in night
school or other approved classes if the following criteria are met:

a. A student must attend regular day school full-time four full
years (full-time student equals five classes in the trimester).

b. A student may take classes before his/her senior year but does
@ not eliminate four full years of high school unless the student
\ qualifies under 3.0 - Program Delivery (3.1.2.4a)



